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Khollng t0 Thang Giéng cho tli culli Thang TO (Am Ioch), khi ti0't tr0i Sai Gon con dang bl “hun”
bli cai ndng nhi d0 I0a cla mua kho,

thi trén hé phl Sai Gon miy nam nay xult hi0n nh ng xe d0'y hang rong ban m0t lo0i ‘trai cay
I0°, dé la trai thOt nOt!

Trai thOt n0t di0c bay ban trong mit tiom gili khat 0 Sai Gon. (Hinh: Van Lang)

SO thot, khi trdi thOt nOt xuOt hi0 n trén he ph0 Sai Gon thi nhilu ng00i cling chi ng bil't d6 la tréi
gl, tr0 khi ddng xe hii tham ngl0i ban, hol ¢ ngl i ban khén khéo tilp thD b0 ng mOt t0m bl ng
nhO ghi “th0t nO0t” treo ton ten nOi d0u xe dly. Oy vy ma khi bilt d6 la trai thOt nOt thi nhil u

ngl0ivinIlOmt00ng dod la... traiddlaniOc!

Thit nOt phién am t0 ti0ng Khmer chO cay ‘Thnot’, ma ndu dich nghia ra tilng ViOt I0i la céay...
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diandOc. Tuy nhién cay thOt n0t cla ngl0i Khmer va cay dia nilc cla nglli Vilt la hai cay
khac nhau, tuy cung la hi dia va c6 cui (cl m) kha gil ng nhau...

Tr00c kia, khi cé dip ti0p xtc vii mOt sO ba con Vit kilu b0 b0t bulc phiih0ihoOng vO Vit
Nam t0 nam 1970 khi chinh quydn Lon-Non th ¢ hil n chinh s&ch “cap-dulln” va xua duli ngiOi
ViOt sinh sing t0i Cambodia, tuy v n00c da lau nhing nhIng ngd0i Vilt kil u nay vO n nhi
khong khi thanh binh, tru pht cla x0 s Chua Thap thoi trd0 ¢ khi Lon-Non dl o chanh va hinh
Onh cay thOt nOt chinh la bilu t00ng cla sO thanh binh 0 m no d6.

Ban trai thit n0t trén d00ng phd Sai Gon. (Hinh: Van Lang)

VOinhiDu ngd0i, ndi thi cay thit nOt la ndi t0i x0 chua thap, hay chi it ciing la nh0 ng vung bién
gili Vit Nam-Cambodia, nhi 1a vung Thit SOn, An Giang chiing hOn.
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NhOng vi da mdy I0n nhin thOy tréi thOt nOt bay ban trén hé phi Sai Gon, qua mly mua clng
quen mOt, d0 r0i mOt hdm tinh c0 ghé tham lang cla TO Quén Lé Van Duylt nhin |én hang cay
cao nhi cay dla, la nh 14 ¢, thOy nhi ng chum trai chin mau tim nh0 mau trai va sl a, gilt
minh vi thOy nh ng trai nay quen [0 m.

Cay thit n0t bén trong lang TO Quén Lé Van Duylt. (Hinh: Van Lang)

HOi tham mit bac I0n tuli cing dang di vilng lang cla TO Quéan, bac clUi, ma ring, ‘Trai thO't
n0t ch trai gi " Oi, trli 0i! VOy la chang t6i d& nhin thy cay thit nit ma bao I1n nghe ngillita
kO, I0i la ngay gila Sai Gon, trong lang cla T0 Quan, nli ma khéng it I0n ching t6i da vil ng
tham va chl p hinh, nhi ng thO0ng la chang téi t0i tham lang vao dém Giao Thla culli nam nén
khéng cé dUp nhin thIy hang cay tht n0t trong lang TO quan da cé t0 dii nl o, dJi nao&

LOttim nhOng t0 liDu x0a vO cay thitndt0 Sai Gon, ching téi thdy trong cull n sach “Sai Gon
TOp Pi Lu” cla nha slu tdm, nghién clu va hic gi VIOng HIng SOn, trong ph n céy trd ng hai
bén di0ng, 6ng cho bilt 0 Gia BUnh (x0a) c6 diIng glithOtnit vitrlng lodi cay nay.

Ong con vilt thém “Nhing cay nii dilng g0 n chl Ba Chilu va cay nlitrl0c san milu TO Quan,
co t0 dii nao, duy bilt trdng thIt n0t chung quanh milu la mOty kidn hay, vi TO Quén tlng
nhil u phen che chl bl o hi vua Mién va bilt d0t Mién r0t nhid u”.

Cang nhan tim hilu vO cay thitn0t0 Sai Gon, chung téi mii biltth0t n0t0 Sai Gon cé tli hai,
ba “trao I0u” chl khéng chl mOt nh thOi Gia BOnh x0a. Cung thdi vOinhdng cay thitnlt0 khu
vic Ling Ong - Ba Chilu 1a mOy cay thit n0t 0 khu vO ¢ g0 n b0 nh viln Nhan Dan Gia Binh

(b0 nh vidn Nguyl n Van Hi ¢ ct). Sau khol ng nhI ng nam 90 cla thd kO tr00 ¢, khi quan “tinh
nguydn” Vilt Nam rat khii d0t n00c chua thap, c6 mit nglOi linh ViDt Nam da dem mOt cay thit
ndt vO trdng t0i khu vl c gdn ga xe I0a Sai Gon. Va trong nhl ng nam gin day, c6 mit n0 doanh
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nhan Vilt kilu (M0), da dem mit sO cay thOt nOtt0 Cambodia vO trdng trang tri trong mOt quan
ca-phé kha Ion cla nd chl nhan nOm trén dl0ng Nguyl n Binh Chilu, quln 3.

VOinhOng Vilt kiDu d& t0ng sinh sing 0 Cambodia cling nhl nhOng ngd0i linh da ting c6 mit 0
Cambodia thi n6i t0i cay thit nOt la n6i t0i thd n00c mOtthOm ngltngao cla cay thitnitva loli
“bia” di0c l1én men 10 loli cay nay ma ngli Khmer gii la “Tuk-Thnot-Chu.’

TOivung ThOt SOn, Tri Ton, An Giang, cay thit n0t dd0c trdng nhilu nhd nhd ng canh rdng, t0
day di0ng thOtnitda dilc lam ra va xult cl ng di Hoa KO, NhOt B0 n, Bai Loan... ThO trl0ng
trong nO0c thi diOng thOt nOt ban ra tli Ha NOi, con trai tht ndt thi ch0 ng nh ng theo xe do co
mOt0 Sai Gon ma con ratli mily chd 0 miln Trung.

Cay thit nOtthulc hD dda, vO phin cong ding hiu ich thi cl cdy ddandlcvacay diacling I0i
cting khéng bl ng. L4 tht n0t dung di 10p nha (nh0 & dia nd0c), than thit nOt dung lam cOt cl
tram nam khéng s mii mit, ngoai trai va mit thO m ngon thi la thOt n0t con dung d0 vO tranh
trén do (tranh vO trén la thOt n0t c0a An Giang d0Uc nhil u du khach 0a chullng), hO'n nla la thOt
ndt con d0 chép kinh Phit. MOt sO ngbi chua Khmer t0i miln Tay con I0u gil nhOng b0 kinh
PhOt chép trén la thOt nOt cd t0 hOn hai tram nam nay vl n khong hd b0 mdi mOt lam h0 hQi.

Chinh vi nhing dic tinh d0c bilt c0a cay thit n0t ma giin day t0i An Giang da xult hiln mOt
x00ng chuyén lam t0, ban, ghl md nghU bing gU t0 than céy thit n0t, mOt hang nay d0Uc gili
nha giau mli 0 midn Tay va Sai Gon rt0a dung.

Trong bUi cOnh kinh t0 suy thodi, vil c xult cOng di0ng thOt nOtrathD tri0ng ngoliqulc gip
kho6 khan do vy di0ng thOt nOt b0 r0t gid, nhilu ng00i dan An Giang c6 khuynh hOng chit
ban cay thit n0t cho mly x00ng lam t0 ban gh0 d0 thu i0n t001, mOithan cay nhi vOy ban
di0c kholng t0 ba tram ngan t0i b0 n tram ngan dl ng Vilt Nam.

Dilu dang néi la vil c tring cay thOt n0t t0 nhO cho t0i ngay ra trai phli mitt0 15 nam t0i 20
nam mOi cho vO thu holch dlu, nhi ng cho tJi khi 100 tuli thi cay thOt nOt vdn cho trai va cho
mOt d0u d0u rdt nhilu, chinh vi vy ma cho t0i nay nhilu vO b6 lao 0 cU Sai Gon va An Giang
v n khéng xac dinh dii0c tuli thD cla cay thit nltla bao nhiéu nam.
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Trong khi x00ng t0 ban ghl mO ngh0 chl mua nhOng than cay thit nit c6 nién diit0 vai chic
nam tr0 |1én, t0c la nhl ng cay dang cho thu hoch mOt va trai. NOu nhO vilc sOn xultt0 ban ghl
mO nghU t0 thé&n cay thOt nOt tr0 thanh thl nh hanh trén toan qul ¢ cing nhD xult di thO tr00ng
ngoliquOc thi cé I0 nhing rOng thOt nOt0 An Giang - bilu t00ng cla s thanh binh va tru phu
s khéng con nl a.

Thit buln, nOu nhi nhiO'ng buli chilu c6 dip di qua vung bién gili thOy vl ng bong nhi ng cay
thOt nOt xa xa trén nhi ng canh ding lta xanh. NOi nh ng hang cdy ma nhl ng chang trai, c6 gai
ng00i Vilt va ngdli gl c Cambodia da tl ng hiln ho trong nhi ng buli ta huy, trong ti0 ng chudng
chilu trd m budng t0 nhi ng mai chua Khmer cong vut, tifng xe bo (cl) I0c clc, I0c clc lan v
ndi xa ngai...
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