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Feb 24th, 2009
Johnson viin l0c dlu than:

- Tiong Viot cDamOdy 6ng ric rli qua! Téi hic da lau ma v n con lang tung, nhilu luc vilt sai,
ndi sai lung tung cl 1én. Nay nhé, t0 x0ng hé, an ull ng, giao til p... thit 0 m t0 khac nhau ching
din giln nhi tiong MO c0atd, chd mOtt0 you la dl ndivOitltcl ngdOidlithoUi, tiong Vilt thi
phan bilt 6ng, ba, anh, chll, em, con, chau, ngai, may, thly, thing, ... ranh mOch. Til ng MO thi
dung mOt chO black di chD t0t ¢l nhing vOt gi, con gi c6 mau den trong khi dé til ng Viot thi
khac, ngla den thi gli la ngla 6, cho den thi kéu la ché mc, méo den thi gli la méo mun, ga
den thi la ga qul, bo den la bo héng, mi ¢ den la mi ¢ tau, téc den thi héa thanh té6¢c nhung holic
téc huyln. Ba la mau den rli ma ngi0i Vilt con nhO n mdnh thém mic dl den nhi den thii, den
thui, r0i den tuyl n, den thO m, tim den, den nglt, den bong, den si, den dlli, den thim, den éng,
den thui lui, den kOt, den don... Con d chd mau it den hO'n thi ngd0i Vilt dung chd den hai l0n:
den den.
T6i cOOichli:

- Thi tilng MO cla éng nhilu lac ctng r ¢ rli kia ma. Nay nhé, ngii Vilt néi: “Hom qua, t6i di
tidm” thi ng00i MO 10i n6i “Yesterday, | went to the shop”. Tillng Anh, di la go, nhlng da di (qua
khi) thi phOi vi0t 1a went. BOn than chl hém qua (yesterday) da la qua khi ri thi ai cling bi0't
ma gi cln phidli go thanh went chi cho rdi mOy ngl0i hOc Anh van? NOichuyln hicthulc
long 154 ding t0 b0t quitltcla miy éng ctng dl lam nhilu ngd0itrén thD gili phOithirdt1én
r0t xuOng. NgOOi Vilt n6i hai con ché ma ching ¢ n thém s hol ¢ es thanh hai con cho “sU” (two
dogs) nhi tilng M. MOt d0 a con nit thi néi la one child la d00c rli, vy ma thém mitdianla
thi b0t ddu ri, chdng phii la two childs ma thanh two children. Mt con ngll ng la one goose, hai
con ngl ng thi thanh two geese. Vily ma vilt mit con cllu la one sheep nhing hai con clu thi
ctng la two sheep, chiing chlu dili gi c0 ?!.
Johnson vl n khéng chiu thua:
- Van phIm cla x0 éng ctng rlc r0i bl xO! Xem né, thO ng va thua la hai chl phn nghia chC
gi? Thua va bli la hai chl d0 ng nghta, dung héng? VO'y ma, hai cau néi: “Ngé Quyl n danh
th0 ng quan Nam Han” dil ng nghia vl i cau “Ngbé Quyl n danh bli quan Nam Han”? Khéng thl
vilt la “Ng6 Quyl n danh thua quan Nam Han”!!l Phi khéng nao? ROi con, “4o0 O0m” t00ng di0ng
vii “ao 10nh”, “nin thinh” gi0 ng nhO “lam thinh” trong khi 0 m va 10 nh ph0 n nghta nhau, nin va lam
ctng la nhing ding t0 d0i nhau. ROi ba hii mOy éng dung til ng Han nh0 Quic gia r0i dUi thanh
titng Ném ra Nha nd0c, Trl ¢ thang (c6 thD khéng cn chl may bay phia trl0c) thanh May bay
Lén thO ng (phOi c6 chl may bay phia trilc), Thl'y quén I0 ¢ chil n thi d0i la Linh thOy danh b,
sao khong gli ludn la linh nO0c danh dit??? L0 d0ng thO thi khong thD s a l0ila LO ding d0t
mOdc diu la tho la dot?
Téi tilp t0c “an milng tr midng”:
- Tilng MO cting dau c6 trdnh khii. See va look cling dllu la dng t0 d0 cung chD hanh ding
xem, nhin, ngd m, dom nhi ng oversee (quan sat, tréng nom) I0i ngl 0 ¢ nghta overlook (b0 sét,
khéng nhin thdy). Wise man la ngl Ui théng thai, uyén béc, vi'y ma thay chl man (dan éng)
thanh woman (dan ba) thi chl wise woman thanh ba phu thl'y, ba di, ba lang, ba th0'y boi, ba
di ng béng!!! ROi chl man va guy (anh chang, ga) gl n gl n nhi nhau thi chD wise guy thanh m0t
kD hOm hinh, khoac lac. Sao IDi “park on driveways” (dlu xe trén diIng nli bl ) nhd ng “drive on
parkways” (lai xe trén xa I0)?
Johnson 6m bl ng cO0i:
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- Tén moén an Vilt Nam cting [0, midn Nam c6 banh da I0n, t00ng lam bl ng thOt I0n nhO ng thO ¢
chOtla blng blt, c6 10 gilng nhi cac I0p da I0n, nhl ng sao khong gli la banh da heo theo t0
miln Nam ma gUi theo chl I0n miln B0 ¢c? Banh bo cling ching c6 milng thit bo nao. Banh tiéu
thi khéng ric tiéu ma l0i rdc me. GOi rau ma ma ching lién quan din ma hay mi gi c. Banh tét
ma go6i thi't chit, chOng thD nao tét diUc. Banh day thi I0i mOng hn banh chi ng. Banh chiing
thi phdi nDu thOt 1au mOi chin chD khéng phli dung cach chiing hii hay ching hO'p. NOOc léo
trong n0i hO ti0u thi chi ng phUi theo kiDu nO0c Lao (hay Léo). Trai sOu riéng thi an vé ching
thO'y sOu riéng hay siiu chung chi c. B0Oi Nam roi rdt tuydt nhi ng sao dung la nam roi? Trai vu
sl a, Cay dai ngla thi thit 1a t00ng hinh. Hi hi... Ngbn t0 bay gil ctng thi, co dit, co nha... thi
chlng dinh dang gi din “con co, co bay I0, 10 bay la...” cD.

Téi clng ching vl a:

- Th cai mon hot dog cla my 6ng co6 lién quan gi di n con cho khdng? Mon banh mi kO p thOt
bd bam Hamburger cl a Mc Donald thi dau c6 thit heo (ham). Trai thdm, trai khom “pineapple”
thi ching c6 gi lién quan d n pine (cay thong) va apple (trai tao) cl ? Vao phong thi nghidm sinh
hic, 6ng Gido sl blo bt mit con “Guinea pig”, nghe qua t0 0 ng dau la con heo x0 Guinea (0
Tay Phi Chau, giap vili Senegal, Mali, Liberia, Sierra Leone va biln Bl c B0i Tay diIng) nhing
ngd dau la mOt gil ng chult tén la Guinea (0 Guinea khdng cé gill ng chult nay!). BPang ly chl
football (béng da) thi phii vilt la legball chil, bli vi ngD0i ta da banh bl ng cl céai chan (leg) chi
dau chi cai 0ng chéan foot t0 dili diu gli ddn trén ban chan? Mdi day, khi dan Phap khéng
chlu Ong hD MO trong vO chil'n tranh lraq thD 1a mOy dan bidu MO gil n doi ddi tén mén khoai
tay chién French fries bl ng chl American fries thi m0y 6ng Tay I0i 6m bl ng cO0i chl rilu r0ng
mon French fries khéng phi xult x0 t0 Phap matl ... MO vala mon an cladan M. G610 miy
ong MU ti0n b0i x0a, khi lam mén nay dit tén la khoai tdy Phap cho n6 c6 vl ... ngoli cho sang,
gil ng nhi bay gil mOt sO quan an Vilt Nam cé thl ¢ dIn LOu Thai, Bun Singapore, Banh bao
Ma lai, Ca chién vién Singapore, HO tilu Nam Vang, ... miOc d0u nguyén lilu va cach ndu gin
nh0 100% cla Vit Nam???

Johnson giit gu:

- 0, cling dung. Nh ng luc dlu hOc til ng ViOt, t6i thOy khé qua, da l0y 24 chl céi A, B, Ccla
vin Latinh r0i mabayrathéma, 4,4,u,0,0,d,d,...n0a. LO0ithém kem 5 diu sOc (’), huyln
('), hOi (?), nga (~), nOng (.) va khéng dilu () n0a. NhO le, 1é,1&, 10, 10, 10, mOichD mang mOt
nghta khac nhau. ROi phli hIc cach bl diu 0 dau trong t0 cho chinh xac nla chl. Hoa hay la
hoa. Li hay la ly? C6 cau thl vO diu nay ctng hay:

ChO Huyln mang n0ng nga dau,

Sao khong sl ¢ thullc, hili sao cho lanh?!

Trong ngbn ngl Viot Nam, t6i thOy nhilu chl ghép vii chl an mOc diu né ching an nhilp din
chuyln bl thl ¢ phUm vao mid ng, nhai va nult xull ng gi c. N6i an nhCu, an til ¢, an mung, an
cOOi, an gid, ... thicé ly nhing sao I0i an ndm, an hat, an tion, an 100 ng, an clp, an may, an
chOn, an qudt, an didn, an don, an céng, an nan, an hidp, an khach, an 0nh, ...

Téi blt cO0i chdn ngang khi Johnson tilp t0c ghép chi vOitl an:

- Thi nhD tidng MO cla 6ng viy thdi. ChO to get kh6 dich gi ra hin cl. Téi ciing c6 nght la khi
minh chla tim ra d0 ng t0 nao thich hi p thi dung t0m luén chi to get! Khi quan d0i MO b0t sUng
di0c Saddam Hussen U Iraq thi tuyén b0 “We got him!”, sao khéng dung dilng t0 to catch, to
caught, to force, to find, to capture, to pick up, ... cho rd nghia? ROi ding t0 to get di kem cac
giditl in, into, on, out, up, at-able... thanh mit lodt ding t0 mdi. Cac d0ing t0 to take, to put, to
be... ciing vly.

Johnson chuyl n qua ph n khac:
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- ChuyOn mio t0 ti0ng Vilt cing lam rOc r0i ngd0i n00c ngoai. NgdOi Vit ndi cai ban, cai nha,
cai gl ng, cai non... nhing khéng thl néi cai chd, cai meo ma philila con chd, con méo, con
ngO0i.... B0 vOtla cai, ding vt la con. Bay gil nhilu cé clu thanh nién Ha NOi thay vi noi cai
xe Honda Dream thi IDi dung t0 con BO-rim, i til p la con Su (Suzuki), con a cong (@), con To
(Toyota), con M ¢ (Mercedes)...

V0O chOng t6i cé chuyldn vui thD nay: Téi quen vO t6i, mOt phln vi yéu cac c6 gai Vit Nam, m0t
phin clng d0 trau dUi thém tidng Vilt. MOt hém chung t6i ra HI GOOm dU o chii, tdi khen: “Con
hi nay dip qua!”. VO téi “ch0 nh” liD n: “Khdng, anh phOi ndi la cai hl nay dip qua!”. Viy ma di
ngang séng To LOch thly n00c den ngom, t6i néi: “Céi sdbng nay bl n qua!” thi vO téi “s0a” ngay:
“Oy, anh phi ndi la con séng nay bl n qua chl khong ndi la cai séng!”. Téi la [én: “T, sao I0i thl,
khi la cai, khi la con, lam sao phan bilt?”. VO t6i 6n t0 n gili thich: “Cai gi di ng dl'y, nhdc nhich
thi gdi la con, nhl con s6ng c6 nd0c chdy, con cai gi ndm im nhd cai hD nul ¢ tinh mO ch thi phOi
la cai hi. Con chd, con méo né chily dilc nén phlila con. Cai nha, cai ban, cai clt dén dau cé
di chuyOn dic nén phlila cai. R chla?”. Luc do, t6i pha l1én cO0i vi phat hiln mOt dilu vé
cung tha vO: “A, anh hidu r0i! Tilng Vilt th0t hay. Hén gi céi... cai cla anh né nhuc nhich 1&n
xulng nén phligdilacon ..., concla... em, néd nUm im mOt chd nén phiiglila cai, céi... Ha
ha...”. Hom Dy, t6i b0 mOy cai nhéo dau dilng, nhiing bu I0i, c6 d00c miOt dém hi nh phuc.
Téithy tOc clivoé cung vli anh bIn MO nay:

- Téi clng c6 chuyl n hilu I0m trong phat am tilng MO nhU thD nay.

Trong mOt bla til c vi cac sinh vién quic 0, t6i nhO n phin phic vD n00c ulng. GOp ba giao
ngl0i MO da ding tuli, t6i dl n chao I0ch sO va ndi theo kil u cach theo kilu cla ngili Vilt:
“Good evening, Madam. May | have a honour to serve you? Do you like my Coke?” (Chao ba,
Téi c6 thl han hinh phic vO qui ba. Ba c6 muln mén Coke (Coca Cola)?). Ba nay trin mit
nhin t6i, ra vd ngdc nhién, rlil0c d0u bl di. Téi ban khoan chi ng hilu chuyln gi? Ho6m sau, t6i
danh bl o diin hOi ba: “I am sorry, yesterday | have found your strange look when hearing my
invitation. Was there a wrong?” (Xin 10i, hdm qua t6i th y ba nhin t6i kO I0 khi nghe 10i mOicla
t6i. C6 dilu gi khéng Un viy?). Ba giao mIm cO0i dl I00ng: “Yes, | had misunderstood yours.
Today, | just find out that your pronunciation is not correct. You said “Coke” not sound like
“Coke” but “Cock”. Cock is a male chicken but it also has a dirty meaning else. You should be
careful when saying this word to a lady”. (Vang, t6i da hidu I0m anh. Hém nay, t6i mii hilu ra la
anh phat &m khéng dung. Anh néi chll “Coke” ma khéng gill ng “Coke” ma thanh “Cock”. Cock la
con ga tring, né mb nglUi..., n6 ctiing c6 mt nghia khac xdu. Anh phQi ¢l n thdn khi n6i t0 nay
vimOt ph0 n0).

Johnson “gl gOt™

- Hi hi... Anh b0 n ngO0i Viot dOn téi d0n tham nha, di n trd0c¢ ngdi nha cla minh anh néi: “Day
la nha t6i, mli éng vao chli”, glp vl anh tara don trilc cla, anh ta l0i gili thilu: “Day la nha
t6i, mii éng vao chii”. Téi hUi ngl ¢ nhién nhi ng cling khéng hili va bl 0 ¢ vao nha, nha anh ta
thOt ddp (vO anh ta ciing vOy!). Téi ra I0ch s nén khen chd nha va noéi: “Nha anh va nha anh
thOt d0 p”. Hai vO chl ng nhin nhau cO00i. Vi di lau ngoai di0ng, 10i khéng c6 WC cbéng cl ng, nén
t6i hi anh chD nha “Dau la chl di toilet cla nha t6i?” Hi hi... Iuc dé t6i khéng nght dll n cai sl
buln cOOicla cau nay, hdm sau nght I0i t6i mOi thOy.

T6i cO0ito kO tilp:

- LOn dDu tién sang Chau Au cach day 10 ndm, t6i quen mit co sinh vién Ha Lan. Chuing t6i néi
chuyln vli nhau b0 ng tidng Anh. C6 r0 t6i ra bai bidn ndm phUi n0ng va néi chuyln. H6m do,
t6i chl ng dem theo cai gi d0 tr0i xul ng bai cat dl nodm cO. Néi vili ¢6 nay, thi cd mim cO0i: “Oh,
never mind. You can lie down at my top” (0, khéng sao. Anh cé th0 nIm trén cai top cl a t6i).
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Tiong Anh cla t6i cting chi ng gili gi nén ching hilu la nOm trén top l[a n0m 0 dau? Téi chl bilt
top c6 nghia la diinh, lal trén. VOy n0m 0 trén la n0 m dau? NO m trén dl u thi chl ¢ la khéng
dang r0i, ai I0i nOm trén diu ma ndi chuyln vii phd n0. ChOng I0 nO0m trén... minh cd nay? HOi
luc tr00c di Tay, t6i nghe nhil u th0 ng bl n khao nhau rdng, ph n0 Tay no6... Tay I0m, thich thi
sin sang... chidu! “Tinh cho khéng bil u khéng” ma. VOy la... 10 nao ??? TOi n0i, t6i mOi b0t
cllivathly mic cl trong long khi thO'y ¢ nay clli 4o khoac ra, trlli di i bai cat va chl t6i n0 m
trén dé. TOi do, v din nha, téi l0ng I0 10t t0 di0n Anh - Vilt ra xem, mOi bidt thém la top con cé
nghta la cai ao khoac ngoai cla phi n0. Trdi il

Johnson vl vai téi:

- Chat xiunfabln la... h0 to r0i. Ha ha... Nam ngoai, t6i c6 di n tham mi0t vOOn Nam b0, t6i cé
nghe mOt cau thl nay ma luc d6 ching thd nao hilu di0c: “H6m qua, qua ndi qua qua ma qua
hi ng qua. Hém nay, qua hi ng n6i qua ma qua lli qua”...
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