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Sinh tr00ng trong mOt gia dinh ng00i Hoa nén it nhil u t6i quen thul ¢ v i nhi ng cach s dUng
ng6n ngll giao t0

trong mOitOng I0p t0 binh dan cho di n c&c thanh ph n tri thi ¢ trong clng ding ngd0li Hoa. Co
I0 néi d0n mé tin d0 doan thi chl ng t0 ¢ nao cling cé nhing phi néi n0 ng mui "dl doan" nhit
phUi kD d0n déan tic Trung Hoa.

B0u nam, ngl0i nao din ming tulli ma mang tén "Phat" hay tén "Tai" thi h0 r0t mOng vi "Phét
Tai"la dilu t0t cl d0u mong muln va cac bln nao cé tén khdng diIc dilc hay thimin0On 0
nha dum d0 khii b0 mang til ng oan hol ¢ vO thap tung nhing ngl Ui khac cho chic an. Nho vy
lic con di hi ¢ trung hic, bOn téi thOOng vO 2 chd "ThOn Tai" trén cac t0 gily d0 digd cla ting
nha vao giao thia va ming mit TOt d0 kiDm ti0n [i xi. Do cai tén, t6i bilt c6 mét ngliJi t0 nhién
lam giau miOt cach b0t ng0.
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Chuyén nay xOy ra0 Vilt Nam tri0c nam 1975. SO la mdt anh tén "Tai" sau mOt thii gian dai
thOt nghilp mOi di hOc lai xe. RatriIng do mOt c0 duyén cé mit 6ng chl hang xult nhlp clng
cln tai x0 (Ong tai x0 ¢t qua dli) nén mi0n anh. TO ding khol ng sau ndm 68 (TOt MO u Than),
t0 khi md00n anh, 6ng chl an nén lam ra tiln vé nhd nd0c va anh nay di0c tang I00ng vun vit,
tidn th0Ong hang nam r0t hi u h ma chinh anh cing ¢6 phi n thOc mic cho din miOt hdm nhéan
luc tra d0 t0u hOu 6ng chd mOindi :

"NO pidt khédng ngl vOini hOp IO0m"

Anh tai x0 hOil0i mOt cach rOtre:

"DO0 th0a 6ng chl, hOplasaoO ?"

Ong ta mii vD vai anh ma néi:

"NgU tén Phét, n0 tén Tai. Hai ngl0i hOp I0i la Phéat Tai, Phat Tai dai dai... t0t I0m...Hi hi hi."

A thirala vy, anh tai x0 vO I0... Theo t6i bil t sau nay anh dl0 ¢ clt nhilc d0i dai nhd anh em
rult thOt vOi 6dng chi. BOi vy t6i thO 0 ng nghe ma t6i hay ndi luc t6i con nhi :

"Khéng s sinh nhOm s x0u ma chl s mang tén x0u."

Cau nay cling c6 phiin dung nh tri0ng hd p trén tuy nhién cé gia dinh déi khi sinh con khé nubi
thi I0ith0Ong ddt con tén xOu d0 khi b0 "b0t" di nhD mOingC00i mé tin th00ng nght. Do do c6
nhO ng tén tho ng Cu, cai Him, thi ng Chult, thOng Téo (NgU Ui Vilt), thi ng Heo (TO a Kia), thi ng
COt Heo (TO a Sai), thO ng COu (Chd) (NglUi Hoa)... Du vy ngli Tau khéng bao gil dittén con
c6 chl lién hd din chd “Cu” vi chi ¢ hil nghta tén d6 nghe khong dil ¢ thanh, mang dly dic tinh
chang?

Théng thI 0 ng nhing tén x0u it khi xuOt hil n trén gily khai sinh hay can cllc chl latén glil
nha tuy nhién theo t6i bilt c6 mOt vai gia dinh ngl Ui Vilt da dit tén con x0 u ngay trén gily khai
sinh luén. Cé gia dinh 6 ngl i con dlu mang tén d0 gia v (ChOc 6ng nay xult than dlu

bl p!):Tiéu, Hanh, TOi, 0t, Ngo, GO ng. Riéng ngili Hoa thi tén trén gily t0 it khi x0u. Nhl ng tén
"T6 Ha," nghe khdng dil ¢ hay I0m nhing cling c6 nghta "Con nit mii d0 ra" nh Tang T6 Ha,
Trin Té Ha, LOONng t6 Ha..v..v..

NGi v s, ngl Ui Hoa thich nhitla cac sU 2, 3, 6, 8 va 9. Theo t6i sU di hU thich vi cach phat am
nhidu hd n, da ph0n vi dd ng &m nhi ng nghta khac nhi s 2 ddc la "Nh0." Tilng Qulng gli la
"Dia" ding am vi chd "D0" va chd "DO0" nén c6 nghta t0tla miisO DO dang, tion blc DO thO a.
SO 3 dicla"Tam" (Han -Viot) Xam (ti0 ng QuOng) am trdi vi chD “Xan” nghta la “Sanh” nhi
sanh s6i nly n0 clng t0t. SO 6, tilng Han Vit va tilng Quing cing gUila "LO0c," ddng &m Vi
chl "LOc" ¢6 nghia nhD “Ph00c LOc” trli ban. SO 8 gUi 1a “Bat” (Han - Vilt), tilng Quing la "POt"
am trdi vii chd “Ph0t” c6 nghia la “Phéat” - phat tai, phat dit... Riéng sl 9, tilng Han -Vilt la
"COu," ngdliQuingglila"COu"cé nghta la lau dai: Tro0ng, trd0ng, clu, clu... BGi khitrong
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sl mua ban hang ngay khi tinh tiln, ngi0i ban thly s0 tin la $79.99 thi néi vl i ngd Ui mua:
"Théi, ba tr0 chOn 80 vi d6 la con sO t0t.”

NhO ng ngd0i mua thi ki keo:

"Babltllicon 69.99 vi cing la sO t0t, cé I0c lau dai (LOc clu clu)."

0 Trung QuOc, HIng Kéng, Singapore hay nhing nii c6 déng dllo ngl Ui Hoa cac bl ng s xe c6
cac sl 888 hay 999 dit nhi tédm t00i vi y nghta may min cla nd. Tuy nhién chl “Bat” khéng co
nghta la luc nao cing t0t vi dJi vOi nhOng ng0 i hay soi mGi n6i chuyln ngili khac, chung ta goi
ném na la “ngl 0i nhilu chuyl n” thi ngd0i Hoa gli 1a "Bat Ong, Bat Ba." Sau nay ngl0i Vilt cé
I0 theo ngl0i Hoa cling dung chd "Tam" di am chl nhl ng hanh diing nh0 vOy. Thidd:

"Oi cai ba nay (Ong nay) tdm qua (T mo chuyln nglli khac).”

NgOOi vilt khdng hilu t0i sao ngili Hoa I0i lo0i trd trd0ng hi p nay khi nhOc diin caitit cla sO 8.

Cé mit anh bin hiitéi chD "Theo leo" trong mén mit “théo leo, clt chullt” cung 6ng Té&o cb
phiila do t0 tiDng "Tra liDu" ¢é nghta la vOt liDu dung d0 an khi ul ng tra cla ngl0i Hoa khéng?
MO ¢ du t6i khéng rd xult x0 cla til ng nay; nhing nu dic "Tra lilu" theo tiing TiDu (“Té liDu”)
thi t6i thOy cting hi gidng (Theo Ieo) bilt dau "Theo I€o" c¢b nguln gl c t0 tilng Trilu Chau
khong ching?

Ban v du 6c¢c di doan cla nglli Hoa, chung ta khéng thl khong kI diln khoa Phong Thly.
NhOng cullc dit"0 SOn hiOng Thoy" dilc xem la nhilng cullc ddt phat ngay ci 6ng Quach
Pam, ngl0i da b0 tiln ra xay ChO 10n MOi khi gia tai b0 sp d0 vi vilc bl o I1&anh cac nha buén
mO0n ti0n ngan hang sai I0i khong trl ti0n 1am 6ng chit theo. Ong khéng trach h ma chl c&m
thu nha ni0c cho I0p con kinh trl0c nha lam hi phong thdy (?) Ong Quach Dam tin vao I0i thy
dialy nam x0a cho ring chi 6ng U la dlu con rl ng, khtc dudi 0 biln ¢l va nhl ding cho I0p
kinhtlclallp mich rdng s gay nguy cl cho sU nghilp. PhU I0u chl éng buén ban lam nén gia
sin kOt su, giamdinrit moc md, 6dng doi mua, chl nha khéng ban, éng vintilp tic miOn mic
du 6ng di sic mua dic mOtndi khac IDn hin va tit hdn cho vil ¢ kinh doanh.

Ban chuyln thién hi hOi nhil u, t6i cing xin dI0 ¢ phép nai ti ti v gia dinh minh. Ba xa téi cling
khoéng tranh khili d0 doan. CO miil0n b0 thOt nghilp, t6i r0t 0 la nhi ¢ d0u. Khdéng phUi chl lo
vn dd tim vil ¢ khéng, t6i con phli dli pho vOi sO tin t00ng mOt cach vo ly ca b0 . Khi thi phi
dii chd cai gioOng ngU, lac thi phii ké I0i cai t0, cai ban cho dung hi 0 ng phong thOy nhi ng cai
lo nhO't cla t6i la vil c ba doi miOn tiln sla I0i nha cho sang slla, dlp dl, dJ an nén lam ra. TrOi
dit0i! Thotnghilp mOtnguln thu nhOp ma con miOn tiln ngan hang thi 10y dau ma trd n0
day... Téidam I, cO “Iong 10 con ca vang” rilt sau nay thit nghilp nhilu IDn nCa nhitla nin
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kinh t0 suy thoai nh0 hi0n nay, ba ctng im I0 ng luén vi tinh trdng chung cda miingd0i0 x0 nay.
Vi t6i, t6i chl tin vao nhilng gi thic t0 con chuyln dlt da cO cay, séng ni0c chl la chuyén trén
ban nhiu, luc tra di t0u hu ma thdi chl 1am sao ma dung dilc bli mii cd cau ca dao:

"Hon di't ma bilt néi nang. Thi thly dla ly ham rang chi ng con."

NOu ma dang hot thi m0y thO'y nay ching héa ra la trilu pha, t0 phd hay 6ng nay, ba n0 hit r0i
sao, dau di n phién minh.

Vil c 0 ng qua cho bé bin, ngdli Hoa ciing r0t cln thOn ngay cl vilc tang ding hd. NOu t0ng
ding h0 deo tay thi c6 nghta t0't con tOng dilng hi treo t00Nng I0i mang y nghita x0u do chl

"TOng chung" (TO ng dl ng hO treo t00ng).Chl nay cling c6 nghia khac la "Bl a dam ma" thanh
radd gay sO hilu l0m t0 ngdOi nhOn (NgdOivilt ciing da tong mOtI0n mOc phdil0il0m nay clng
may la ngl0i nhO n la chD than thilt trong gia dinh).

Trong cac ngay I0 TOt, mdi thanh vién trong nha dl u tuylt dii kiéng cl dung cau, chd c6 nghia
xOu nhOtlalarly, tranh cai thO m chi nOu con 10 lam b0 chén thi ba ma chi nai:

"LOc d0a khai hoa, phu quy vinh hoa" (Xullng d0t n0 hoa, phu quy vinh hoa - mang nghta hay
t0t).

Khi vil ng tham be bl n trong ngay TOt, moén trai cdy ma ngil0i Hoa thich mang di la quit vi quit
tidng Tau gUi la "Cach" (Ti0 ng Han - Vil t: Kilt) y néi mang sO KIO T t00ng dl n nha.

Tém I0i trong cach dung 101 10 khi giao t0 hay lam vilc gi ngd0i Hoa thiOng chay din nhIngy
nghia clla cac chil ddng am déi khi cting vi dilu éc di doan do d6 nllu chung ta bilt thi cang
hay. Khudn khi bai vilt r0t hOn hOp ¢ nhilu thilu s6t va mang cai nhin thé thion cla ngd0i
vilt, mong ring s di0c b0 tuc thém t0 cac bl c tri0ng th0ng cung be blin xa gin dll nlidung
c0 tinh chinh xac, trilt dl hOn.
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