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Dec 20th, 2008
Em Bé Vil t Nam va Vién SU i

Bethl Diculcdliemvién sDi
Khoc mit bnni0c mitchly thién thu

- Vién Kl o tron nl y di danh cho M
Vién ki o vuéng nl y dl i cho Ba

Vién kil o nh0 nly di qua cho chl
ViéenkloDDnnlydl Dichoem
Conviénklothittonly ...laphinBé dly

Bén b1 bil n Palawan

Co miltem be gai

Tu i mO i chl ng Ién sau Ién nam
Dang nglli dl m 1 ng vién s i nhi
Va noi chuyd n mi t minh

NhO noi viIi xa xam

-Emdinfl Vidt Nam

Céu tfl Dithi0ng xuyén va duy nhi't
Haitibng Mt dln sl ma nhilu ngd0iquén mit
CHJ hai til ng Ml y théi

Em nhl KO trong long

Em chl ra ngoai Béng H1i ménh méng

Cho t1t cl nhl ng cau hl i khac

MO em dau?
- NgU ngoai bil n dJ

Em claem dau?
-Songculndinli
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Chl claem dau?
- Nghe chl thét trén mui

Ba em dau?
Em B ¢ dl u khéng né6i

-Béthicdly thi ching con ainla

Chit c ghe nhl Vit vao day miy bl a
Trén ghe sot i chl dam ng0 i

L0 lung thay mOt em bé m0 céi

D4 sll ng sot sau sau tul n trén bil n

HI Kl 0iem 0 ddu khéng bilt
Cha ml em da chl t doi trén tau
Chl dlaemhldiflc bltdidau
Song culn mit ngl0iem trai mO t tull i

KO s ng sét trong sau tul n tréi ml i

Da dltthl t minh 0y mau thd m méi em
Oi nhi ng gl t mdu Vil t Nam

Linh dii u vé cung

Nuéi sing em

Mitngllicongai Viot

Mai em I n du ph00 ng nao cach bil t
NhO ding bao gil dli mau Vit Nam
Mau thl0 ng yéu da chl y b0 n ngan nam
Va sl chly cho muén diicon i
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- Vién kl o tron nl y d danh cho M

Vién ki o vuéng nl y dl i cho Ba

Vién ki o nh0 nly dl qua cho chl
ViéenkloDDnnlydl Dichoem
ConviénkKlothittonly...laphinBé dly

Sul ttuin nay em vinngli

MOt minh B m b0 m

NgO ngac nhin ra phia bid n xa x6i

NHJ thul chl M1 dichl VO

-ThOttfl lam sao

Emtip tlcthithim

NhO ng cau néi vin VI

MO ngay xd a vl n thl0 ng hay trach moc

Em cui dJ u nhl ng khéng ai vul t toc
Biln ngd m ngui mang th00 ng nh0 ra di
Mai nDy ai hli Bé yéu chi

Em s ndi la em yéu bil n

NUicha chltkhéng tilng kendla tiln
N i tidng chl rén

Nghe bul t cl thlt da

NI iMJ chlng v du dém i di qua
Nliemtraill Oi

VO i mudn trung song Vi

Bethl Diculcdliemvién sDi
Khéc mit Dnni0c mOtchly thién thu.

A LITTLE VIETNAMESE GIRL AND A PEBBLE

- This round piece of candy is for Mom,
The square one saved for Dad,
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The little one saved for sister,
A bigger one saved for brother,
And the largest candy ... is for me.

On the Palawan seashore,
there’s a little girl

at the age of five or six
counting pebbles at the beach
and talking alone

talking to the loneliness.

- | have arrived from Vietnam.

Her sole and frequent answer.

Two simple words that many have forgotten.
Only these two words,

she held dear in her heart,

and pointing to the sea

where all questions are answered,

Where’'s Mom?
- She slept out the sea.

Where’s brother?
- The waves swept him away.

Where’s sister?
- | heard her scream at the boat top.

Where’s Dad?
And she shook her head in reply.

- There wasn’t anyone left when | awoke.
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The small boat rescued a few days back.
On it survived several.

And it was a miracle that an orphan girl
was still alive after six weeks.

Six weeks on the open sea.

Those survived recounted a journey of horror
when hunger killed Dad and Mom,

pirates kidnapped sister,

and the waves swept away her year-old brother.
And those who survived the six-week ordeal
cut their flesh to feed her the blood.

Drops of Vietnamese blood

miraculously

saved the orphan girl,

a Vietnamese girl.

The loving blood that flowed for four thousand years,
and will flow for a million years more.

- This round piece of candy is for Mom,
The square one saved for Dad,

The little one saved for sister,
A bigger one saved for brother,
And the largest candy ... is for me.

A week goes by and still she sits,

mumbling to the loneliness,

gazing at the sea,

waiting for her Mom coming home from the market.
- How late,

and the little orphan girl went on mumbling

silly sentences,

those Mom used to scold.
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The little orphan girl

tilted her head and there’s no one to stroke her hair

for the sea has brought with it love and remembrance.
And tomorrow when one asks what the little orphan loves,
she’ll reply

that she loves the sea.

Where Dad died without a funeral,

where sis’s cries pierced the soul,

where nights fall and Mom’s not back,
where brother lies with the thousand waves.

Little orphan girl,
Her life a pebble.
Cry once and the tears will forever flow.

TrOn Trung BUo
translated by Tuong Cat
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