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QuyOn thD du dilc xem la viDt cho thil u nhi qua cai nhin cla c6 bé mi0dituli, da lam t6i vé
cung xao xuyln. Téi thOOng cha y dlc cac tac gil gdc Vilt vilt til ng Anh.

Thanhha Lai

Vao luc tam gil t0i (gi0 midn Bong Hoa KO') ngay 16 thang 11 nam 2011 National Book
Foundation (HDi B0 ng Sach Quic Gia (Hoa KI) tuyén bl Gili ThOOng Sach nam 2011
(National Book Award) di0 ¢ trao cho nam nha van vili cac thO loli nhl sau:

TruyO n dai: Jesmyn Ward, Salvage the Bones. HUi Ky Til u lul n: Stephen Greenblatt, The
Swerve: How the World Became Modern. Thi : Nikky Finney, Head Off & Split. Van chilIng
danh cho thil u nhi: Thanhha Lai, Inside Out & Back Again.

Bai vilt nay xin d00c gili h0 n trong ph m vi gili thilu tac gid MO gdc vilt Thanh Ha Lai. Sinh ra
0 Vit Nam, Thanh Ha di tOn dn Alabama nam 1975. Hil n nay Thanh Ha dang sl ng 0 thanh
phd New York va la gilng vién mén vilt van 0 B0i hlc Parsons School of Design. Inside Out &
Back Again (xin t0m dich Trong LOt Ra Ngoai va LOp L0Oi) la t0p th0 dlu tién cOa Thanh Ha.

TOp thO nay bil u hil n céi nhin c0a mOt cé bé mi0itulitén Kim Ha. Nhan vt chinh cling c6
culcdiitiOngtd viiculcdiiclatac gil. B0 cla nhan vitla st quan HIi Quan cia Vilt Nam
COng Hoa bl mOt tich trong chill n tranh. Culli quyl n th Trong LOt Ra Ngoai va L0 p LOi, tac gil
c6 la thd tam sO vOi b n dic téi xin trich ddch mOt doln nhi sau:

“Bén cl nh nhlng chi ti0t c6 thdt téi viln con nhi, t6i c0 gling ghi I0i cul ¢ sing va tinh cOm cla
c6 bé Ha. Siing 0 miOt n0ibom ni hidng dém nhing banh ki o rit nhiDu 0 géc nao cling thdy
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xult hiln thi nh0 thD nao? Cai cIm gidc ngli trén tau di tim hy ving né ra lam sao? Cai cIm
t00ng cla mdt ngdOi bilt minh théng minh bl ng ding thDy minh tr0 nén ngu dit thi thD nao?

Céi khia cnh tinh cIm nay rlt quan tring, vi day la didu t6i nhi'n thDy 0 cac chau cla t6i. Cac
chau cé thi bilt mdt cach tong quat nguln giic bl mO cla cac chau, nhil ng cac chau khéng thi
t00ng t00ng dilc &m thanh va hiOng v cOa Vilt nam, nhd ng khé khan trong cull ¢ s ng hing
ngay (cla bl m0 cac chau) khibltdlu culcsing miil mitmiln ditxa ld. Téi xin dJa cau hii
nay din t0tcl mdingO0i: Chung ta bilt gi v nh ng ngd0i dang s0 ng chung quanh chuang ta?

T6i hy vlng bl n sO thich tha ddc vO Ha ctng nhil u nhi t6i da thich tha nhU 107 cai nam da thay
dii culc diitéi. Tdi ciing mong rd ng sau khi b0 n ddc xong quyld n thd nay bon s ngligin bén
nhOng ngl0i b0n yéu mdnva xinngd0ily kO I0i chuyOn ddiclahd.”

QuyOn thD du dilc xem la vilt cho thilu nhi qua cai nhin cla cé bé miituli, da lam t6i vé
cung xao xuylln. Téi thOOng chu y dic cac tac gill giic Viot vilt tii ng Anh. MO ¢ dich cl a t6i
khong phli dd vilt did m sach hay phé binh, ma la t6i mul n tim hilu tdm t0 cla nhing ngO Ui
thulc th0 hD mOtr00i hay thd ho thd hai va nhd dé téi cé thD hilu cach suy nght cla cac con toi.
Bl c Lai Thanh Ha (c6 thd hi cOa tac gil la h0 LOi nhOng vi t6i khéng chl ¢ nén khong dam thém
dlu vao) cling nhi dic Angie Chau vii tac ph0 m Quiet As They Come téi nhil n ra khéng phi
chl cé thl hD di dan thd nhOt nh0 chung t6i gd p khé khan khi hoa nhp culcsing 0 xO I0 ma
thD h0 th0 mOt r00i hay thD hai d0u c6 nhi ng khé khan clia hil. Cing nhi Angie Chéu, Thanh
Ha da bilu I0 d0i s ng tinh thOn c0a nhan vt vii nhd ng khé khan ban diu bl ng sU khdi hai
hém hi nh. Qua nhl ng bai th0 t6i cling thly sU b0t khultcla mit cé bé Vit Nam.

QuyOn thD Trong LOt Ra Ngoai va LOp LOic6 bin phin. Phon I viitilu d0 Saigon godm céc bai
thD ndi vD cullc siing cla cb bé Kim Ha O Sai Gon. C6 cé ba ngli anh hay chong ghilo c6 va
cay an qul dlu tién cd triing la cay du di. BO ¢ b0 mOt tich trong lac thi hanh nhilm vO ldc c6
ch0 mOimOttuli. TrinhD c0a c6 da blt ddu ghi nhOn vD chiln tranh. Nha thD Thanh Ha trong
mOt dolln thD da viit:

“... One cannot justify war

unless each side

flaunts its own

blind conviction.”

TOm dOch
“...ngd0ita khong thd ch ng minh chil n tranh la chuyOn dung din
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ngoli trl khi mdi bén
dlu tung ra phOn cla hi
nhdng tin t00ng mu quang”

PhOn Il tiDu d0 At Sea tac gil vilt v cullc sOng cla c6 bé Kim Ha vili m0 va ba ngii0ianh [
trén tau va 0 dio Guam. Phin Il tiDu d0 Alabama n6i v culc sUng mOi dlnh cO cOa gia dinh
nhan vt Kim Ha 0 Alabama vii nhi ng kh6 khan ban dilu khi til p xtc vOingdOibln x0. Phin IV
co tilu db la From Now On. Trong phl n nay gia dinh Kim Ha chOp nhOnla ngd0i b0 bl mOttich
cla co bé sl khdong bao gill vil nfa. Cac ngdli anh va c6 bé Kim Ha dlu trl 0 ng thanh va thich
Ong vOiddisOng mOi.

Khi vao hi'c 0 Alabama, c6 bé Ha bl dam hi c sinh ch ¢ ghl o, trong d6 c6 mit cha bé bilt
danh Pink Boy la blt n0t cé bé nhilu nhit. Khi chd bé tréu chil ¢ Kim Ha c6 khuén mit banh
bao, c6 bé trl dida blng cach blo hiln ta cé khuén mit gil ng qu du di. Nghe cac bl n bao
tri0c la Pink Boy s chin di0ng d0 danh Kim Ha, anh Khéi blo sU din dén. Cé b n Pam mic
ao khoéc clla Kim Ha di con dlIng hi ng ngay Kim Ha hay di. Con khi chC thi Ién di d00ng
khac di n chld anh Khéi dén. Nhing din chd hi n thi khéng thiy anh Khéi ma 10i gl p Pink Boy.
HO n thoi. C6 bé né. Hin danh hit. HOn té lan trén di0ng. Téi c¢6 ghi lI0i miy cau thd dang yéu.

| thought | would love
seeing him in pain.

But

he looks

more defeated than weak,
more helpless than scared,
like a caged puppy.

He’s getting up.

If | were to kick him,
It must be
now.

TOm dOch la:
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Toi nght t6i sl rdt thich thu

nhin thOy h0'n b0 dau.

Nhi ng

hin cé vO

thua culc hinla ylu dudi

bltI0c hinlasO hai

nhO con ché con bl nhit trong chull ng

HOnchImdly

NOu t6i muln da hin
Phoi la
l0c nay.

KO chuyln la mOt cach ghil0il0ch sO qua cai nhin cla ngl0itham di cul ¢ sOng. NgOUi Phi
chau nhi ng khi dau diln qua dd, khdng c¢é ni0c ul ng, khdng cé thl ¢ an, chung quanh hi ngd0Oi
chit khéng ki p chén vi khéng con slic dl chén, hi t0p hOp nhau I0i va hi kI chuyl n. Nhing
ngCl0i ngoli culc khdng hilu ngdn ngll cla hi chl nghe &m thanh cOa hD cO ngO la h0 dang
hat hay di ¢ kinh. KO chuyln la mOt cach lam vOi dau khO, m0t cl giing di tOntli, vanhOnrala
minh dang sl ng du co Iuc cai sl ng con dau kh hln céi chOt. Lai Thanh Ha, qua nhi ng vO n thi
trong sang, giln di da kO 10i mOt doln I0ch sO cOa Vilt Nam, khi ng00i Vilt b0 qué hiOng x0 sO
ra di, vOt v0 xay diing dli sing mOi. Tai nang va si thanh céng cla tac gil 1a nidm hanh diln
chung cho ng00i Vilt.
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