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Trong Nikaya kO rIng: MOt dl, cé mOttu si0On DO gidao nhin thly ddu chan cla Phitin di0i cat
co6 nhing ddu hilu ID thOOng, nén 6ng din gin PhOt va hoirdng:

- PhOi chang Ngai la Deva ?
- PhOi chang Ngai la Gandhabba?
- PhOi chang Ngai la qul Yakka ?
- PhOi chang Ngai la ngo0i?

V0OinhOng cau hiinhD trén, B0c Phit d0u trD 10i 1a khéng. Tu st hOi ti0p: "VOy Ngai la ai?".
Blc PhOttrd 10

"Nh0 hoa sen dlp dd va dd thIOng
Khéng clu nhil m bun nh, n00c dic
Cing vy, 0 gila chOn blitrdn

Ta khéng vi I ng chat bl n nhi

NhO vOy, ta la Phot!"

Giai tholli trén la mOt d0nh nghta d0c slic vl Phit. Cé 10 day cing la cl s ma vl sau cé mit bl
kinh ra dii mang tén la Phap Hoa (Dil u phép Lién hoa). Bay la bl kinh vin dic xem la Phap
v ng - t0c Vua cla cac kinh trong hl thl ng kinh t0ng BUi thDa. Bilu t00ng cla kinh 1a HOA
SEN. Hoa sen t00ng trlng cho Phit va Phit tinh 0 mOicon ngiOi.

NhO chung ta bil't, hoa sen la mit loai hoa dic bilt. N6 chl mdc Ién trong dim I0y. MOc diu
viy, hoa va hiIng cla né ludn tinh khil t, khéng cl u nhid m b i bun nhi, n00Oc dic.

"Thoéat bun nl dbéa sen thanh
Bun tanh ma vOn I0¢c nén hi0Ong tr0i"

Dilu nay cho thl'y y nghia bilu t00ng cla hoa sen la midt sO toan thiln ngay gila lIong cullc AU
0 tri0c. Va cho din nay, hoa sen da di vao truyll n thi ng Phit giao bli hinh Unh bilu td0ng cla
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no.

Trong TO Diln Bach Khoa:

Hoa slen (tiDng Phi n: padma; tid ng Nhit: renge) trong Phit gido la bidu t00ng cla sO thuln
khiD't va sinh héa hi n nhién (svayambhu). Theo kinh Lalitavistara, ph0'n tam linh cOa con ngi Ui
thi v6 nhil m, gillng nh0 hoa sen m0 ¢ trong bun ma khéng bl héi tanh bli bun. Con theo Phit
giao MOt tdng thi trai tim con ngl Ui gillng nh0 dda sen ham til u, khi PhOt tinh phét tril n bén
trong thi déa sen s n0.

0Sen trlng

Sen tring t00ng tring cho s thuln héa clla nhan tinh, bl d tdm hay con gUi la giac tam,
th00ng c6 8 canh Ong vii Bat chinh dllo. N6 la dl ¢ trl ng cl a phai MOt tbng va la doa sen cla
cac vl Phot.

0Sen dl
Sen d0 t00ng trl ng cho bl n chit nguyén thul cla trai tim, 1a doa hoa cl a tinh yéu, dam mé va
sl nang ding. Bay la loli sen cla Quan Tho Am.

0Sen xanh
Sen xanh la bilu t00ng cOa tri tul, tri thO c cla chil n thO ng cla tinh thOn dli v i c&c c0 m quan.
Pay la loli sen cla Van Thu SO LOi, hil n than cOa tri tul vién thanh.

Sen hing
Sen hing lalodisen tlith0Ong, thiOng di0c danh cho céc vl t0i cao, la doa sen clla vl Phit
I0ch sO.

0Sen tim thim
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Sen tim thO m la déa sen huyl n dil u, billu thO nhi ng 0 nh t00ng cla phai MOt tong. Cac doa hoa
c0 thd dang con e 0p hollc d& dilc nd bung hit. Chung c6 thl di0c nang di bli mOt ¢l ng hay
ba cllng hoa (100 ng trl ng cho ba phin c0a Garbhabatu: Vairocana, hoa sen va vajra) hod ¢ nam
canh hoa t00ng trd ng cho Nam tri thU c cl'a Vajradhatu.

SO hinh thanh cla sen dil n ra theo qui lul't nhan qub luan hoi. Sen cé ¢ n0 - hoa - h0't. Hoa n
t00ng trd ng cho qua khi, dai sen t00ng trlng cho hiln t0iva hOt sen t00nNg trlng cho t00ng lai,
sU nOiti0p liéntic.

Trong Pht giao, hoa sen bil u tri ng cho nhilng gia trl d0o dic, s thul n khil't va thanh thil n,
sU duy tri va phat tril n Phit phép, tri tuD din d0n nilt ban. Trén thd gili it cé loai hoa nao c6
nhidu phUm chdt cao quy nhO hoa sen. BOi vy ma nha Phit vi n6 nh0 nhing dic tinh cla
ng00i tu hanh.

Trén mdt sO qud chudng nhO chuéng chua Lién Phai, Ha NOi, hay 0 kil n trdc chua va nhit la
trong I0i cung cla cac sl tang thiOng cé cIm t0 "Mun ma ni bat mé hing" cé nghiala clu dilc
|én tda sen ngl ¢ bau. Bat mé (padma) cé nghia la hoa sen.

Trong kil n trac Phit giao, hinh t00ng hoa sen di0c I0ng vao clu truc nha, mOt b0 phOn kil n
trac hoUc cl t0ng thlD cbng trinh vOiy nghta v sO gili thoat, gidc ngl Phit phap. Nhi ng céng
trinh kil n trdc tiéu bilu v i hinh t100ng hoa sen thi0 ng xudt hil n trong nh ng giai dod n hi ng
thOnh cla Phit gido. Bé la thUi Ly thd kO thD 11 vOi Chua MOt COt - Ha NOi; thD kO thD 17 vOi
thap COu phO'm lién hoa, Chua Bat Thap - Bl ¢ Ninh; th kO 18 vOi Chua Tay PhiIng - Ha Tay,
Chua Kim Lién - Ha NOi.

Hinh t00ng hoa sen U thap COu phOm lién hoa - Chua But Thap la mOtt0 hIp kOt cOu gl ding
thap quay chin tdng chiing Ién nhau. MOi tOng c6 mit dai sen ring ching 2 m, cao 50 cm. CO
thap cao 7, 8 m, phia ngoai thap cac canh sen bling gl siindl t0o thanhtingting l0p I0p so le
nhau. TOng mOt d0 n t0 ng chin bilu hi0n cho nhlng n ¢ thang cla sO tinh tiln trong d0o Phot.

Thép c6 thl xoay diiIc blin6é dilc an chan trd vii mOt chilc cli ding chdn ngang mitditva
hU thOng bOn ¢t cai dit chung quanh thgp. CO mii vong quay cla thap ti0ng 0ng vOi
3.452.400 I0i nil m. SO ni0m cang nhil u thi sO thanh dit cOa kil p tu hanh cang mau c6 kit qul.
Thap di0c dittrong toa Tich Thin Am, ngbi nha ba tlng, bin mai tiing 0ng vliba clp chlng
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qul cla ngllitu hanh. Thap quay COu phIm lién hoa la mittl hIp cao hiin giatrl dinl0 cla
mOt bilu t00ng béng sen. Hay trong h thI ng cac hang lan can 0 quanh Thing di0 n va quanh
thap Bao Nghiém cting cé nhilng bllc chim c h0 sen viica, chim rlt ngodn mic.

NOu D thOi Ly va thOi Lé Trung HO ng thO kD 17, hinh t00ng hoa sen trong kil n tric Phit giao
chl cé tinh chOtdin 10 trong tdng chua nh Chua MOt COt holc mOt bl phln kil n truc nh thap
quay 0 Chua But Thap thi din thd kO 18, hoa sen da tr thanh phong cach kil n trdc cla ¢ mOt
giai doln. N6 danh ddu sl blng n0 cla mOt phong cach nghll thult dic dao, khii ddu t0 Chua
Kim Lién va dilc kU tilp 0 Chua Tay PhOOng, m0t0O trén hO, mOt la trén nui vl a hoa nhip vao
thién nhién, vl a xac dinh vO tri, hinh khOi c'a minh trong khéng gian.

NOu kil n trac trl 0 ¢ dé thO Ong chu trd ng tuyl n ngang, t0c la cac I0p nha kéo dai trén mit trlc
chOy nhO hinh con rOng. B0 n gila thd kO 18, nam 1792 vUi kil n trac Chua Kim Lién da xac I0p
mOty t00ng khéng kéo kill n trdc chly dai, ma c6 gdn thanh mit c m hinh t00ng béng sen. Thic
chOt 1a kil u kil n truc dia ba gac chuéng glip I0i lam mOt t0 o thanh kil n tric chi ng diém hai

t0 ng tam mai "Trung thilm dilp 0c¢". Kilu ki n trac nay da cé t0 th0 kO thD 17 vOi kiD u ki n trdc
thap chuéng Chua Keo - Théi Binh. Hay 0 Chua Kim Lién, khéng chi c¢6 v d0p vO hinh khii, vO
y t00ng kil n trdc, Chua Kim Lién con gili quylt di0c anh sang, di thong gi6... KOt clu theo bl n
hang chan, nhit quan I0i kiD n trdc chOng r00ng. TO kOt cOu dln t0ng chi ti0t kil n trdc cOa chua
dlu gl n gang, t0o hinh khii kil n trac On ddnh, &n nhip vii cac ylu t0 phu tr0 khdc nhi dlu
dao cong vut, 6 clla s bdn &m ban diIng trén blctiOngOp gich trin. TOt ¢l t0o nén mOt vO
thanh thoat, cO kinh, huyln bi. B0 ng trén dé nhin xul ng, Chua Kim Lién th0 p thodng trong lum
cay xanh um tum chung quanh la h, chd ng khac gi déa sen ni trén mit nO0c.

Cang vOi kiO u ki0 n trac Chua Kim Lién, Chua Tay PhO0ng di0c xay di ng tinh x0 o hi'n. Chua
dic xay ding trén mit ngl n nui hinh 1001 cau, giila "Cau l0u sIn". Bi hin 250 blc da la t0i
khu chua chi tam vOiba téa ThOlng - Trung - HO, kOt cOu kéo ching ri0ng. Cac dlu dao kép
udn hinh rdng cong, so le. BOng 0 géc chéo co thd nhin th'y ba goc kia, thi'y dic s gian nl
cla nhilu l0p méi do villc s ding dl cao hip ly. Mai di0c nang cao, dilng thli mO nhilu anh
sang trong ndi thOt lam thay dii khi s c t6n gido cla ngdi chua. Cac diu clt 0 hai ngdi chua
nay di0c lam thanh bong hoa sen hol ¢ lam thanh ¢ h0 sen, thd hiln sO tai hoa, khéo Iéo clla
nhOng ngl0i thd xay di ng chua.

Bl c bilt phong phu la sen trang tri cac hinh rlng may, hinh hoa cuc... Chlt trang tri da lam cho
dai sen t00i t0n va sinh dlng hin. NhD hinh chOm ¢ dan nhic c6ng dang t0u nhi ¢ dang lén
dic PhOtO chan cltda Chua Phit Tich. Hinh Phit d00c t00ng tr0ng bl ng mit vong sang nhi n
dlu, con dai sen dilc chim r0t kO, t0 mO.

4/11



Hoa Sen va Pl o Phit

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Saigon Echo sliutlim
Th&#7913; Ba, 22 Th&#225;ng 12 N&#259;m 2009 22:56

NhO vOy, nét d0p gié trl nghO thudt cOa kil n truc Phit gido ndi chung, va kil n trdc hinh t00ng
hoa sen noéiriéng lal kit cOu kil n trac thic di0c tlo ra dl thd hiln nhOng y nidm tri0t hOc trlu
t00ng cla Phit giao, chl bing mdt hinh t00ng diin gidn, giin di, dé la béng sen.

Trong sach "Tanh mi ng khué" c6 bai thD vl hoa sen nhl sau:

HOng hi'ng b0 ch bich th'y trung lién,
XuOt0O né trung s c chuyln lién;
Hanh trl ¢ nglu khéng bl ng hiu thic,
Tu hanh dilu ly khdp nh nhién

000 (TOm dOch)

000 Sen ni trong dim d0 tr0ng phCi,

000 Bun nhi khéng nhilm sOc thém t00i.
000 Than ngay, ngo ring, giing diy hit.
000 Cai ly tu hanh ciung tho thoi.

]

Y nghia hoa sen trong PhUt giao

Bang (n

Hoa sen (tén khoa hU c la Nelumbo Nucifera) la loi hoa mic
éntD r0 c0 nOm dO0il0p bunditD di0in00c, hoathlOng co
mau tring, hing, cé khi phO n phOt vang, xanh, tim...

Hoa nd viOn khdi miOtndOc, I0 bay dai hoa, nhdy va hit. Hoa
dip hdOng thO m tinh khilt, nén dilc miingddi0a chulng.On
P00 giao co truyl n thuylt cho ring luc khili d0u v trf mOt hoa
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sen mic léntl rOn cOa thdn Vishnu, gida hoa cé PhO m thién
ngdi kil't gia. Hoa sen I0i la mit trong tam bilu t00ng cla PhOt
giao, khé cé thD kO hOt kinh sach Phit giao n6i v hoa sen, sau
day chi la phn khai lO0Oc.

TruyO n thuyOt kO r0 ng khi BOc Thich-ca dil n sinh, Ngai di b0y
bl0c va co blly hoa sen d ban chan Ngai. Ch0 Phit, B0 -tat
thOOng d00c miéu td ngdi hay ding trén dai sen tay cl m hoa
sen. Kinh Dillu Phap Lién Hoa I0y hoa sen lam di kinh. Hoa
diOc vi nhl cai am thanh t0nh khéng 6 nhilm, ddc hOnh, kit
qud vién man. Hoa sen con diic vi vOi qua trinh tu t0 p, phat
tridn tdm thOc: cady sen mOc didi bun ddOc vi cho cai tam bl
che I0p vi philn ndo sinh t0; cay vl n Ién trong n00c, dd0c vi
cho qua trinh tu t0 p, thanh t0 nh héa; hoa n bén trén mit ndlc
pho sc hiOng diianh mOttrli di0c vi cho cai tam da giac
ngd vién man.

Téng Thién Thai gidi thich v Tich mén (giao ly phi 0 ng ti0n) va
B0 n mdn (gido ly chan thit) cia Kinh Phap Hoa c6 dlara ba
OndD vl hoa sen qua do, hilt sen dilc vi vli sl chan thit, hoa
sen dilc vi vOisO quyldn biln; do hil't ma c6 hoa, hoa n thi hit
bay ra, hoa rl ng thi hit hinh thanh. TOc la do ¢c6 chan thit nén
c6 quyln bidn (10 m dung cho phu hip vii ddi), quyln bidn dilc
khai mO thi chan thi 10 ra, quyl n bidn mOt di thi chan thOt hinh
thanh vién man.

Kinh Tr0 Cai ChiOng BO Tat SO VInnéulén 100ndd vl hoa
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sen di chd 10 thiln phap tu hanh clla BO-tat. Do la:

1. Liat0t cd 6 nhidm (nhO hoa sen khéng nhil m bun),

2. Khéng cung chung vii cdi xdu ac (nhd hoa sen khéng dinh
nd0c bun),

3. Gil dO gidiludt (nh0 hODOng sen t0a khip, xua tan mui 6 ul),
4. BOn thO thanh tOnh (nhO hoa sen tinh khilt).

5. VO mit an vui hoa ddu (nhD hinh 0nh hoa sen n0),

6. Nhu nhuyl n, khéng thé thap (nhD hinh 0 nh hoa sen),

7. Lam an long ngd0i (nhd hinh 0 nh mui thd m c0a hoa sen),

8. Tu hanh vién man, phi0c tri tron d0y (nh0 hoa sen n0 r0 bay
ho0ng sen, hit sen),

9. Thanh thi ¢, thanh t0 nh sang ngli tri tuD (nhO hinh 0nh mui
thdm cla hoa sen) va

10. MOi sinh ra da c6 ngd0itd0ng din hoan hD (nhd hoa sen
mUi nha, ai cing chd dii hoa nO).

Kinh PhOm Véng miéu t0 thd gili Lién hoa ting nhd midt déa
sen bao g m toan bl thd gilli trong dé cé Bl c Phit TO-16-xa-na
ngli kidt gia va t0 dé hda hilnra vé sl chd Phit BO-tat...

Téng TOnh B0 quan niim rdng thd gili COc l0c la Lién hoa t0ng
cla blc PhOt A-di-da. Phit giao Mt téng x0p bl Hoa sen vao
mOt trong ba bl Thai t0 ng gili, t00 ng trd ng cho tam BO -d0
thanh t0 nh vl n co, khéng bl 6 nhilm sinh t0 cla chung sinh, la
tam-muli D01 bi cla Blc Nhi Lai.
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MOt tOng cling ¢ cac th 0n hoa sen vli hai ban tay chi p 10,
cac ngon tay co dulli khac nhau t0 o thanh cac an Kim clng
ngd cO0, NhO trung ngt cl, Clu phong...

Phit giao con phan bilt bl n mau hoa sen vli cac y nghia nhi
sau:

1. Sen tring (PhOn: Pundarika - TO ng: Pad ma dkar tro) t10ng
tr0 ng tri tul tuyOt doi;

2. Sen hing (Padme - Pad me dmar tro) t10ng tring B0 c PhOt
I0ch sO va sO ton quy tdithO0ng chd Phin BO-tat....

3. Sen d (Padma - Pad ma chu skyes) t0 ng trlng cho am tinh
vl n thanh tOnh, 10 bi, thdOng chD B0c Quan Thd dm va

4. Sen xanh (Utpata - Ut pa la) t00ng trd ng cho tri tul t0i thd ng
Bat-nha Ba-la-mOt, thd 0 ng chi Ngai Van-thu.

Chung ta nén quan t00ng hoa sen di t00ng nhi chd PhOt
B0 -tat... dJ nhOc nhd tdm minh v n tinh khilt nhO hoa sen, dl
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thOy hoa sen dlp dd thd kia nhi ng rdi cung héo Ua, than ta
ctng vily, do la ly vé thO 0 ng.

Ta con quan t00ng hoa sen dl thdy rdng hoa sen clng hidn
hiOng sc cho dli khdong 6 nhiim tri0c mdi sO; t0 dé ta phat
tridn long t0, khong mong dii0 ¢ dap tr0, thanh t0nh an vui vO D't
khOi cac phil n ndo nhO thO phi, dam mé, néng giln, au lo...

Cé thll ndi: ND'i hoa Sen kit hp diy dd ba dic hinh
BI-TRI-DUNG clla nha Phit.

Hoa Sen ni rlitan - GOOng Sen gia khé - HOt sen r0ng xul ng -
ndy mOm cho cay Sen mii... CO nhO thO, ta nh0 thOy cO 1 vong
Luan HOi - nhan qul: thanh - trd - holli - khdng, cl til p t0 ¢ xoay
vl n mai hoai din v6 cung v6 tln...do doé thi st Nguyln Thul
Nam da c6 cau thl:

"Cay khé ri l0i tr0 hoa,

Pl ng bul n trang khuyOt, hay chll rI m sau.
HOOng bay t0 thO0 ban d0u,

C6i TAM tinh I0ng, nhidm mOu CHAN NHE ."
(Nguyl n ThuD Nam-South Australia.)

Thul x0a nghe noi hoa Sen ¢6 nhilu mOu sc (cO thd Ai COp
cO nhic nhO din cac lodi sen miu vang, mOu xanh...).
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Theo suy ludn clamit Thiln Tri ThO ¢: tri0c day da c6 nhillu
ngd0i cho rdng: Hoa sen tuy theo mau sl ¢ khac nhau, mii mau
sen t00ng tring cho 1 hInh nguyln cda Nha Phit: tinh t0n, 0
bi, ddng manh, bl thi... dd0c chia ra nhi sau:

*Sen trl ng t00 ng trl ng cho hO nh tinh tO n.
*Sen vang t0 0 ng trdng cho tri tull.

*Sen dU t00ng trd ng cho hilnh dong manh.
*Sen xanh t00ng trdng cho hi'nh t0 bi.

*Sen hing to0ng trd ng cho hi nh bO thi...
Chung ta ai cling bilt bai ca dao quen thulc:
Trong dim gi dilp b0 ng Sen,

L& xanh béng tring I0i chen nhul vang.
Nhul vang bong tring la xanh,

GO n bun ma chi ng h6éi tanh mui bun,

- Ngoai ra t6i con nhi di0¢c mit doll n trong mit bai thU dai, xin
trich mOi quy b n thoOng thi c:

(oo e, )

SentanllalbitrD hoa

long t6i sng I0i nhin ray NgdOi

Thoang qua giay lat di dOi

dl tram nam dip Tinh Ngd Ui vOi nhau

Hoa khai Kinh mit mii nhilm mQOu
nd hay khéng n déa sOu cling tan
T6i tim ra Coi NiDt Ban

Ngay trén mit dit nay toan Khi Dau
(LOy gi dU bidttr00c sau

may t0 dau din vl dau hdi NgdOi)
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Hoa—Khai—Tam, dip nO cO0i

Nhin ra téi mOi gdp NgOOi trong toi.

(V6 danh)
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